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E.O. 11652: GDS
TAGS: MARR, NATO, SP
SUBJECT: LORAN-A STATION, ESTACA DE VARES, SPAIN

REF: STATE 285982 (DTG 221739Z NOV 76)(NOTAL)

1. EMBASSY HAS NO REASON TO EXPECT THAT SPANISH WILL OBJECT TO
CLOSING OF LORAN-A STATION AT ESTACA DE VARES DEC 31, 1977.

WE CANNOT PREDICT WITHOUT CONSULTING WITH SPANISH AUTHORITIES
WHETHER IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR USAF TO USE LORAN SITE FOR

SILK PURSE COMMUNICATION RELAY STATION NOW PROJECTED FOR
INSTALLATION IN 1977 AT NEAR BY SITE AT ESTACA. IN ANY EVENT,
CLOSING OF LORAN SITE MAY SOMEWHAT COMPLICATE USAF PLANS
SINCE THESE INVOLVE OBTAINING SOME ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT
FROM THIS COAST GUARD INSTALLATION.

2. FACILITIESINVENTORY AT THISLORAN-A STATION, PROVIDED FOR

IN THE TREATY, HASNOT YET BEEN CARRIED OUT. ONLY AFTER
INVENTORY ISAGREED WILL WE KNOW WHICH FACILITIESWILL BE LEFT
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IN PLACE AND WHICH MAY BE REMOVED AT TIME STATION IS CLOSED.
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3. IMPACT OF CLOSURE ON THISMISSION WILL BE MINIMAL SINCE
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT REQUIRED FROM VARIOUS ELEMENTS,
INCLUDING JUSMG, HAS NEVER BEEN GREAT.

4. WE SEE NO IMPORTANT REASON NOT TO RAISE THISMATTER SOON
WITH THE SPANISH VIA THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON POLITICO-MILITARY
ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS. HOWEVER, WE STRONGLY URGE THAT CARE

BE TAKEN NOT TO DESCRIBE THISIN ANY WAY WHICH MIGHT COME TO
SPANISH ATTENTION AS "NATO LORAN-A STATION-". STABLER
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