UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

ADDACHS REFLY To:
COMMAMDAMNT {C}
U. 5. COAST GLARD

HEADSUARTRERAS L 1 ] I11ll ; :.: } I-:idH
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. e CO=T83
(£15=277)

Ty Robert K. Yeaton

Dear Sir:

The U. S. Coast Guard Construction Detachment #76 has been awerded the

% JYavy Unit Commendaticn for ouletanding service In support of milltary
operations during the construction of the second Aleulian Loran Chaein
on the Islend of Attu, from November 1, 1942 to Februery 15, 1844. Ey
virtue of your service while attached to this detachment during the period
for whieh it hess been cited, you are suthorized to weer as a psrit of your
uniforam the inclosed Nevy Unit Commendstion ribbon.

I take this opportunity to express my personsl congretulstions on this
well-deserved recognition of your meritorious conduct., The credit you
have breught to the Coast Guard by your devotion to duty and adherence
to the traditions of the service is deeply appreciated,

Flease inform the Commandsnt (P¥M) when you are in receipt of the inclosure.

Tery truly yours,

Incl
NUC ribbon
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They

Built Their
Fame on
Hell’s Island

By MoRT HORDWITZ, 5B, 3C

lFYDU work till you can’t work any-

mare and you drop, and somebady
chincks a bucket of coold watér aver you.
Then vou get up and werk three more
lioes,””

The C.G, CL s—ever heard of trem?

"Rank or rate don’t matter a dama,
[here'll be a commander in ice warer ug
ta hic belly. standing in line next to a
scaman, passing equipment ashore.'

The .G, COFs—ever heard of them?

“You go up in a plane with a sighting
marty and soever an island, so you can lay
plans 1o get yowr equipment ashore, and
build veur installations. Oaly the Japs
have stiil got the idand. and you kaow it
won't be long before you'll be going in
there.”

“Wou don't just land your stufl. You
have to blast 3 chaomel. to make it big
enonpgh to get a bulldoxer through, and
there's Japs all around you all the time
blasting ta get you out of there”

The O 6, O s——pver beard of them?

The Construction Detachment of the
United Stames Coast Guard, unknown even
within its own Service. has erected monu-
ments Lo its coarage over acres of Hell the
devil himself disowned from the Alewtians,
across the ends of the carth, 1o the Marshall
Istand: in the Pacific,

HANOFICKED PERMONNEL

From the very mature of the work they
do. which is 10 build radio stations, it is
necessary for the men of the CD's to make
their stations on the obseurest islands, and
them on the most isolated and  inaccesible
part of the wland

The' personnel s handpicked, from intes-
views., from classification fles. from special
recommenditions, and requests Fram ql.l-'l|i-

fied men.

Tleey ame woiesliuction expects. bt s bae
more verdatile than the ordinary kind. They
build, bhut first they fight w get jnte
where their work is L‘ll.'l’.\vl!.n|. and l:ht'r Aare
wnder fire while they're building, hghting i
always apainst the enemy, against the oe-
ments, and against tieme,

dr  Page Fifty-four 1
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Ope Coast Cuard-manned AK, and a
feer of Coast Guard buoy tendess. bore the
CIrs thromgh the Morth Aflantic and Pa-
¢ific. where they set up radio stations at
Dintch Harbor, Alaska, Greenland, leeland
and the Alewtians.

Past of what makes the CD's stand out
25 gutra tongh in a fighting service, i the
primitive, on-the-Hy lile they are fuoreed
o live permanently, while on duty.

Abcard ship, the seabay is home and fire-
side. Then: "You lay oflshere and you
wait, You wait while they bomb the s
lagd, and when irs what they call ‘rea-
semably’ secure, you go im Mot the st
wave, maybe, but ai goon thereafier as
they think you've gor a chance of gerting
vour equipment ashore.

“It's not the men they worry about, bt
you've got to ger that equipment on thwe
island without losing it or having o fall
pack and leave it behind.”

“Then when they get ashorne, it's always
build what they came to build, and get
aut. That's the one complaing the CD's
have.—that as soon as they boild wp a
hase, and barely start 1o enjoy some of
the nermal eomforte, They're on their way
apain, back to a ship., and anether island,
and Lthe same thing all ower

HALF DONE

Once the cquipment s landed, the CcD's |

comsider that job as being 509 compleed.
On Awn. coming through Massscre Bay,
there was only one place to land, but the
radio station had to be placed oo the othee
end of the island, 14 miles away.

Mountsins, stretehing across the island,
made it imposible to make the trip over-
fand. Among other things bulldozers,
pieces as heavy and awhkward to toansport
35 any machinery in the CD's epeThoic,
had to be borne to the sene.

The only way to custy the egquipment
needed was by landing craft and LCV's, the
latter borrowed From the Mavy. Bur the
landing at the other end was dependent on
wind and tide and weather conditions,

Sometimes there were two-week waiks
berween trips, before the craft could get to
the landing point and put part of the
machinery ashore. Then it was impossible
to stay more than an hour at 4 time e
cause of the moumrence of foul weathes
conditions,

Gool TEAMWORE

There has always bien slase harmony
tetween the Mavy Seabees and Coast Cinard
C's engaged in this work, but 2 striking
evidenee of the difficulties inherent in this
partitular operation i wold by CI men.

On leaving Massacre Day. alwer erecting
their radio station, they told the Seabies
vwa bulldozers on the other side of the is-

i land were being left behind., This is done
! with equipment on occasions when gerting
| it out would take mane wime amd woik
! tham is considered feasible to spend.

ie're forgetting about them. so you
can use them while vou're here,” the Mavy
skipper was told.

fCmneluded on Pape 68

THEY BUILT THEIR FAME
i Continued from Page 54

“Go through that kind of hell, aceoss
she island, to get them back here? Thanks.
but we'll leave “em right where they are!"’

The CD's recall with glee the rime in
the Somth Pacific when they built a sta-
tion on an island within 60 mils of 25 000
Japanese.

“Marine flvers went by and poured lead
on the Japs every might, but we wWer on-
comfortable the whale while on that job,
asyway,'”

The worst ordeal the CI¥s came through'
waz in the Marianas, where they were con-
tinuously under increasing enemy fire. Then,
oo, where the elimate in the Aleatians had
tven healtnful, despite its discomforts, the
120 degree heat of the TPagific had every
man ailing.

Working in 2 hurry and with sever
enough warer to bathe properly or afien
emcugh., dust clogs the pores of the skin.
and all of the men compliined of fungos
growths,

Serviee with the Construction Detach-
ment calls for skill, but beyond that, it de-
mands raw cowrage and the sramina sl
srromg, determingd men.

The statistics in theic record show that
It takes 1,300 tens of matetial to build
one chain, which eonsists of four stations.
Securily peasons do not permit divulging
fhe mumber, bat in over Lwo years, in two
seeans. these have been many stations puilt.

There are #no hours oa the job,—espe-
cially duriag the haedest part of it which
is unloading and landing the ejuipment,
when every man works around the dlock.

The ©.G. CL g—ever heard of them?



