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To: The Commandant, Cosst Guard g%, v 4/
Subj: Point Arena Ioren Station, Calif,: (proposed): acquisition
of site
1. Reference is made to District letter of 14 Fsbruary, 1946

(131), relative to the subject station.

2. There ia inclosed an offer of Thomes O'lleal, 599 Bellevue
Avenue, Daly City, San Mateo County, Calif,, dated 14 February, 1946,
in which he offers to gquit-cleim his rights tc drill or enter on the
proposed Loran Station site for the sum of two thousand, five hundred
dollars, ($2500.00), reserving title to the oil that may be under the
sald site and the right to drain therefrom by wells drilled on and
from adjacent land owned by him.

S The land selected for the Loran station is knmown as the
"0'Neal Ranch™ and Thomas O'Neal acquired title thereto upon the death
of hie parents, He is "oil minded", speaks in terms of prospective
high values and is a man of some means and 1s an old prior inhabitant
of the Point Arema district.

4, The Division of 0il and Gas, State of California, advises
that in ite opinion the Point Arena area should not be rated as "pot-
ential™ oil land but rather should be listed in the ™possible™ class.
The Division's records show that several wells have been sunk in the
area, In one case oil was struck but it was of such viscosity that
pumping was considered to be impraeticable, There is no oil well
drilling activity in the area at the present time,

- 1 Regardless of the probability of striking oil, there is
nothing to prevent O'Neal from interesting capital, erecting steel
derricks, sinking test wells, and "trying again®™. 7hen O'lNeal was
requesbed to submit his offer he was furnished with a copy of the
small scale sketch shown in the upper right hand corner of the draw-
ing whieh accompanied the Board's report of 14 June, 1945, This
sketeh shows the Worth and South dimension of the South portion of
the proposed GG Loran site as 700 feet; however, this dimension actu-
ally scales only 500 feet, It also shows the line between lots 3
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and 4 of Section 3 as intercepting the coast line at a point below

a cove while the 2aid line in the large scale sketeh of the Board's
drawing shows the line intercepting the coast line at a point far-

ther north and at a point on the cove in approximatley that indicat-

ed on the enclosed sketch submitted with O'Neal's letter of 14 February,
1546, It appears that the location of the line between Iots 3 and 4

of Section 3 as shown on the Board's large scale sketech is reasonably
correct while that shown on the small scale sketch is not correct.

6e The district sketch submitted with District lstter of 14
February, 1946 is a small scale drawing of the Board's large scale

sketch and shows the line between lots 3 and 4 as intercepting the

coast line at sbout the point indicated by the 0'Neal eketch,

e As steted in 0'"Neals letter the proposed Loran site is
on Lots 3 and 4 of Section 3 and this correct description was indic-
ated on the Distriet sketch in lieu of the Board's descriotion.

8. Attention is invited to the fact that the proposed Ioran
station site lies in the probable area of the San Andreass fault. In
the severe earthquake of 1906 the brick light tower and dwellings at
Point Arena Light Station were damsged to such a point that they had
to be replaced. A reinforced concrete tower and freme dwellings wers
eretted to replace the demolished structures,

9. Pending further instructions from ﬁaadquarters no further
gction in the case is contemplated by the DCGO.

Inel,
1. Letter of Thomas O'Neal, 14 Feb,, 1946
2, Sketch accompanying 0'Neals letter,





